STAND TALL AGAINST THE FEAR OF FAILURE AND DISGRACE
Matthew 14:22-33

22 Immediately after this, Jesus made his disciples get back into the boat and cross to the other side of
the lake while he sent the people home. 23 Afterward he went up in to the hills by himself to pray. Night
fell while he was there alone. 24 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a
strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. 25 About three o’clock in the morning Jesus
came to them, walking on the water. 26 When the disciples saw him, they screamed in terror, thinking
he was a ghost. 27 But Jesus spoke to them at once. “It’s all right,” he said. “I am here! Don’t be afraid.”
28 Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you by walking on the

water. 29 “All right, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the

water toward Jesus. 30 But when he looked around at the high waves, he was terrified and began

to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. 31 Instantly Jesus reached out his hand and grabbed him.

“You don’t have much faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” 32 And when they climbed

back into the boat, the wind stopped. 33 Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the

Son of God!” they exclaimed.

Three Principles We Need to Practice
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3 I thank God, whom | serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day |
constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, | long to see you, so that | may
be filled with joy. 5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your
grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, | am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6 For
this reason | remind you to fan into flame the gift of god, which is in you through the laying on
of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-
discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner. But
join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of god, 9 who has saved us and called us to
a holy life ...
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